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Church Covenant

Having been led, ss we believe, by the Spirit of God to
reccive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and on the
profassion of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the
Futher and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in
the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most solemnly
and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body
in Christ.

We cngage therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk
together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this
church, in knowledge, holiness, and comforl; to promote its
prosperity and spirituality; to suslain its worship, ordinances,
discipline, and doelrines; o contribute cheerfully and regularly
to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the

John Newton Brown, D. D,

To the list of honored Baptists
who have passed away is now to be
added the name of J. Newton Brown.
Faw are better known in the denomination.
We take the following sketch from the
Philadelphia Buptist:

The beloved and honored brothier whose
nama atands at the'head of this article ceéus-
ed from this life on Friday the 15th inst,
His death was bot unexpected to bLis fum-
ily, for he bad been suffering froin erysipe-
las for several davs, and bis system, wesk-
ened by long continued and’sometimes se-
vere pulmonary disesse, was unable to en.
dure what might otherwise have proved an
unccnsiderable attack. He had continued
to work with his pen till very recently and
our lastissue coutnined an artic'e contributed
by him. The following brief outline of hia
life is all we are able now (o furnish,

Jobn Newton Brown was born in Now
Lon‘don, Conn., June 28th, 1803, Conver-
ted in early life, be believed himself called
to the Christian ministry, and studied at the
Hamilton Literary and Theological Insti-
tution. He commenced his ministry in
Buffalo, N. Y., but after a short time mov.
ed to Providence, R. I., and became assis-

- Dr. Brown's range of study fwas very
wide, and his acquaintance particularly with
ecclesinstical history, and the history of
c(}finions, was unusually extensive and exaot.

e had well forined (opinions on almosl
every question of Biblical interpratation,
and was never at a loss, however suddenly
appealed to, for a reason of his opinior,
Uis style was careful, although not always
concise. - He frequently wrote in verss, but
be had too little of the fire of passion to
make a popular poet. Ooe of his best «f
forts is a translation of the Dies Irae.

But the chief axcellence of Dr. Brown was
his personal character. Naturally amiable,
he was also thoroughly christian, Did any
man ever boar from his lips a word which
ought not to have been spoken? Consid-
flerate of tho feelings of others, he was also
j| considerate of their reputation, and was nev
er betrayed by any sudden excitement, into
an expression of anger or impatience. Ev-
ery man who knéw him Lad as perfect con-
fidence in his integrity and purity as in the
i laws of nature. -

! A man of his harmless spirit is very like-
1 ly to be deficient in energy of purpose, and
jsome may infer that Dr. Brown accomplish- |
led but little in the world. There could
{scarcely be a preater mistake. Joined
| with his singular simplicity of character was
|

rare persistency of purpose, and power to
Day after day, month after month,

tant to Rev. Dr. Gano, then pastor of the }work. !
First Baptist Church in that city. In Og- || e3¢ after year, be kBTt at work, ofn in
tober, 1826, he became pastor in Malden bodily weakness, but always with clieerful
Mass,, and thence removed to Exeter, N, 11, | diligence, and he has left an iofluence on
He' then:apant more than two FoArs in pre. | unmumbered minds which will remusiu as
paration of the “Encyclopaedia of Eiguligiou'sl long as those minds endure, As a pastor,
Knowledge,” which was comploted before | 1€ always had the confidence and love of bis
be was 32 years old, and gave lim a wide | people.  As a teacher be was uniforly res-
reputation. From 1838, he was Professor | peclu_d and trusted. By bis writings he has
of Exegotical Theology and Church Hisprry | 8 stained the truth, and quickened holy
in New Hampton Iustitation till 1845, when | atfections, and led men to the great Teach
tlge severities of & northern climate induced ! er.
bim to remove to the South, and he begame He bad oo shrinking from the passage to
pastor of the Baptist church in Lexington, | another lifo. Accustowed through many
Va. In 1840 he became Editorial Secreta. i years of disease to think of death as not
1y of the American Baptist Publication So- | very remote, he could talk cheerfully of hia
eiety, and continued to reside in this city af il departure fiom earth, becauss lLe koew
ter reliring from that oftice till his death. whom he believed. He assented cheerfully
D. is beieved to be the He received the decres of A. M. from j when the cuinmons came, and passed oo to
Nsterville College in 1838, and that of ). | the company of the Lord’s annointed.  Dieaq
author of the Church D. from the Uuiversity at Lewisburg in |brotber, we know thou art blessed 5 for thy
Covenant. 1854, i Spirit of Christ was in thee.
The Obituary on the Duringf]hin life he f)éfﬁ'ﬂmed & vast il - l-'ulnfg,‘l serlritl‘es(_were lield in 1.}1{3[ Flirst
. . . amount of literary labor, and wro reat | | Baptist Church in Germantown on Monday
right was published in The il e mft puh“ﬁheg in ::.znanegl.ieo‘r: 'inf[irncmn, the 18th, conducted by the pas
Evangel for July 2, 1868. with his name, The Baptist Articles of |tor, Kev. A. L. Lung, and participated in
Editor—RWC Faith, commonly called the New Hamp.!|by brethren ‘Henson, Richards, Helfensticne
shire Confessions, were-writen by him whi 8 hlfllul)u], ] Randolljh‘, \I\'inlur and Dirooks
be waa a pastor in New Hampshire, and re- ! Ilis remains were laid in the grave-yard o
vised by him as to some of the forms of ex- h the church,
pression in 1852. They have been more |
extensively used than any other by Baptist g
churches in this country, as a statement of "~

their belief. l UL. 2,1868

relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel Lhrough all
nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to
religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our
kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world;
to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and
exemplary in our deportment; Lo avaid all tattling, backbiting,
and excessive angor: lo abstain from the zale and use of
intuxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in our
efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour.

We further engage to watch over one another in hrotherly
love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in
sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling
and courtesy in speech: to be slow to take offense, but always
ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Saviour
to secure it without delay,

We morcover cngage that when we remove from this place,
we will as soon as possible unite with some other church, where
we can carry out the spirit of thia covenant and the principles of
God’s Word.

John Newton Brown, D.
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252 The Christian Repository.

them have certain rules to exelude delinquents from their societics,
w‘gdiﬁfwmstamm&% sl
¢ fuli those w;m M e 14:] t!
Apostles, to be imitable by an Association, viz: 1st, their disown-
ing such commandment, verse 24; 2dly, the sending delegated
persons of their own number, with Paul and Barnabas, to support
their sentence in the place wim'aths debate sprung up, verse 253
and. Bf‘:ﬁ:ad:%mg fo].lut;:& t::r €01 ence t;;:reof, vizt o éehwar—
0 rees to o 5 to be obzerved, as
Eg charch of Antioch, chap. xvi, 4. " Consistent tkerwﬁh
Mﬂof’ after ages is found to be; when, because tlmyBad 1o

council, in order to make head against any error or disorders,
when, in ¢ puﬁalumuh,mhthmga ‘m]u Tau -
tieular ehumia seably to defermine, as tﬁe & elreum W

cision was at Antioeh. In such cases all the churchea were looked
upon as one ehurch, and all the bishops as universal, heeanse of
the unity of the faith and conformity ef actice which onght t;g
in :

: h::umta&
i heresy, or
began to mia m&m the flook o?gnst, all the?gst mmgim»
mediately to its reseue. Cyprian, cited by Bingham, hook 2, p. 101,
And the same author observes, that they disowned the fwlty, and
advertised all the churches of i]:e same.  And Mr. Croshy relates,
that an Association in London did disown a certain y
church in London, and did caution all the churches they were re-
lated to, not. to countenance them in an, way, nor to suffer their
members to frequent their meetings ; and thus an Association may
disown and_wit from a de tive or disorderly church, and
advise the churches to them to withdraw from, and to dis-
mﬂm such aa uﬁe»waidg without exceeding the bounds of
i power,
Amffurthw Thas m Association of the delegates of confode-
" rate churches muy doetri deelm any person or party in a
chureh, who are de ples or disorderly in practice,
to be censurable, when the aﬂ'au' comes under their cognizance, and
withont execeding the bounds of their power and duty, to advise
the « é:umh t?ft mhelbegf 1 unto, h:x:itils deal with su mordmg
to - of gosp pline ; o to ammgthgn
ch,m S be, by sending able ﬁf theu
,%akalptheehmhmaxmm;;the o “vested in
w% of Jesus Christ, and to . and to

on to convene, d‘ ‘course they called a

~ BAPTIST SENTINEL ~
THE DALLES, OREGON
G.H. WICK, PUBLISHER

THURSDAY JUNE 10, 1897

CAN ONE CHURCH BIND
OTHERS?

This question has ofien been discussed,
but it does not yet appear io have been settled
in a way satisfactory to all parties. This will be
our excuse, if one is thought necessary, for re-
opening the matter, that we may also show our
opinion.

The question usually comes up in one
of these two ways: When one Baptist church
excludes a member on insufficient grounds, as
is sometimes done through prejudice or a
factional spirit, are all other churches
Scripturally bound to respect and acquiesce in
this action, and refuse the excluded party
membership until such time as the excluding
church may see proper to rectify its error, or
otherwise restore him to fellowship? Or, if a
brother who has been irregularly received by a
sister church comes to us with a letter, are we
Scripturally bound to receive him on the face
of the letter, or have we the right, and is it our
duty, to go behind the action of said church
and inquire into its regularity?

The question may arise in several other
ways; but we take it that the foregoing are the
most frequent and most important ways in
which it is presented for public consideration.

In the discussion of the point thus
raised, two principles that are essential to the
Baptist and the New Testament church polity
are to be borne in mind.

1. That each church is complete in
itself, and, so far as the existence of other
churches effects its existence and operation, it
is absolutely independent.

2. That the only thing that can rightly
bind a Baptist church is, not any law dictated
byhmnanauthoﬁty,aranymlesag;edupun
by an association of churches, but the Word of
God exclusively.

If these statements be correct, and we
certainly believe they are, it follows that a
church can properly be bound, not by any
foregoing action of a sister church, but solely
by the supreme law which enjoins the right. In
other words, each particular church is
responsible to its divine Head, and must excuse
his laws, even though all other churches in the
world should consent to their violation, The
fact that one church, has refused obedience to
Christ, or has mistakenly done wrong, does not
bind any other church, or any individual, for
that matter, to acquiesce in the disobedience
and wrong-doing. To suppose that no
provisions have been made for rectifying

mistakes and for undoing wrongs, appears to
be a reflection on the wisdom of the divine

Lawgiver. In our view, therefore, a church is
perfectly justifiable in restoring to fellowship a
brother or sister who has been wrongly
expelled from a sister church; and it is perfectly
right for one who has been thus unjustly
treated to appeal to some other church for
redress and restoration. And, in the same
manner, if a brother who has not been
Scripturally baptized presents a letter from a
sister church, we believe the church so applied
to has the perfect right, and is, in fact, its duty,
to go behind the letter, and demand that the
party so presenting it shall be baptized as the
Scriptures direct before being received to
membership. So we believe, and so we teach,
and so shall we continue to do, until convinced
that the contrary course is more in accordance
with the Bible.



J. T. Ross Memorial Pamphlet

JT Ross Memorial Service

September 14th 1931 - March 31st 2015.

But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace
toward me was not in vain. - 1 Corinthians 15:10

JT Ross

9/14/31 — 3/31/15 Having a strong faith in the Lord, J.T. re-
cently said he wasn't afraid to die because he knew where
he was going.

Born in Arkansas, J.T. moved with his family to California as
a young boy where he attended Colony grade school in Wil-
ton and graduated from Elk Grove High School, class of '49.
He then studied at Grant Tech College with a basketball
scholarship.

In 1951, he and his high school sweetheart Janice Butler,
married and began their family in the Florin area where he
purchased a piece of property from his father-in-law Arthur
C. Butler and built the family home. JT owned and operated
- along with his partner, S.W. Sunzeri - Florin Enterprises
Inc., a residential and commercial construction company for
40 years. During this time he served with the Florin Fire de-
partment, starting as a volunteer and later became one of
the directors. He was active in his community coaching his
four sons in Florin Little League, and later in life coached the
boys' basketball team at Wilton Christian School for two
years while in his 70’s. It was not unusual to be recognized
while out in public by young adults who remembered him
fondly as “Coach Ross.”

J.T. was a faithful member of his church, Cypress Baptist,
for 60 years where he served as a deacon, Sunday school
teacher, treasurer and construction supervisor. JT also orga-
nized and led many building and remodeling projects at the
church and was always in demand for ideas and repairs for
friends and family.

il

JT and Emma Ross and Drothey Zgraggen

Terri Ross Peterson Brett Ross

Brian Ross Bob Ross




J. T. Ross Memorial Pamphlet

Order of Services saturday April 11, 2015

Welcome Pastor Bob Ross
Opening Prayer Steve Zgraggen

Family History Terri Peterson

Video 1 Arranged by Emma Ross
Remembrances Family

J.T. is survived by his loving wife of 64 years, Janice, his

daughter Terri (Jon) Peterson, sons Bob (Sandy), Brett
(Jan), Brian (Sarah), Jay (Peggy) Ross, sister Drothey Good Good Father Adam, Andrew and Joy Ross

Zgraggen and sisters in law, Dorothy Fauth and Doris But-
ler. His grandchildren: Tracy, Michael, Erika (deceased),
Gerilyn, Mark, Heather, Lindsey, Justin, Katie, Andrew, Jes- Reflections Brian Ross
sie, Caleb, Amber, Ashelyn, Emma, Adam and A.J. Great
grandchildren: Reilley, Aurora, Ryan, Brooke, Ryder, Mela-
nie, Arleigh, Tyler and baby Callie in June, along with many 2
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. He was preceded in Video 2 Arranged by Emma Ross
death by parents, Ralph and Emma Ross, and brothers,
Shelby and Gerald, and parents-in-law Arthur C. and Grace

Butler. Sermon Bob Ross

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to
you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which Congregational Singing  Amazing Grace
you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to
you--unless you believed in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2

Closing Prayer Rick Zgraggen

J. T. & Janice Ross
at the 2012 Sacramento Valley
Missionary Baptist Association
hosted by Highlands MBC.



Death Notice/ Obituaries
From the Archives— Baptist Newspaper Collection

Elder William Weston Ames
February 2, 1927—December 15, 1970

e TR

Image from: Landmark (50th) Jubilee
1931—1981
Published by FMBC Y uba City—1982

IN MEMORY OF ELD. W.W. AMES

Eld. W, W, Ames was saved at a early age and was baptized by
the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, then in Los Angeles, He
answered the call to the Ministry May 23, 1954, While attending the
Missionary Baptist Seminary and Institue of Little Rock, Arkansas,
he pastored the Missionary Baptist Church of Mablefield and the
Butterfield Missionary Baptist Church near Malvern, Arkansas, In
California he pastored the Pixley Missionary Baptist Church from
Dec. 1859 until April, 1985. He did mission work in Tulare and in
the Los Angeles areas. In 1966 the Grace Missionary Baptist Church
of Gardena, Calif. called him to do mission work in San Fernando,
Calif, In 1967 he established the Liberty Missionary Baptist Church
of San Fernando where he served as her missionary pastor until
the time of his death. While serving the Liberty Church he was active
in mission work in the Palmdale area and inteaching inthe preach-
er's school in Southern California. He was coming home from ases-
sion atthe schoolwhen his car washit by a carirying to escape the
police and traveling better than 100 miles per hour. His passenger,
Rick Morrison is recovering from his injuries and walking with a
cane at the time of this writing.

Brother Ames will be missed by the Churches of California and
by all who knew him along with his wife and family. Only heaven
knows of all the good he has done in his ministry and great will be

his reward. CSMBA - 1971

Scanned from the Minute Book of the 1971 Cdlifornia State
Missionary Baptist Association

hhhhhhh —
ELD. W.W. A

DIES IN CAR CRASH

Bro. W, W. Ames was killed
in & car accident December
15, 1970, The article to the
left appeared in a newspaper
in Gardena, in which they in-
correctly spelled his last
name .

Bro. Ames was saved as a
young person and due to er-
roniious teschings he felt he
could and had lost the salva-
tion given him. He went into
the service as a marine and
walked a worldly life. He
met Judy (June) and a short
time later was married.

He later met Bro.Ramdy Rudd
of the New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church (Now located
in Redondo Beach) and after
finding out he was still
saved; was given scriptural
baptism by the New Hope
Church, Later he surrendered
to the ministry.

By faith, little money and
much ecar trouble he moved to
Arkansas to go to school, 1
believe the only house they
could find was what had been
an old service station. The
walls and ceiling had spots
of chewing tobacco which had
been spit upon them. In spite
of all these things Bro. Ames
was still determined to study
God's Word.

Five years later he had
finished schoel and had pas-
tored a church or two while
doing so. Afterward he pas-
tored the Pixley Missionary
Baptist Church and while he
was pastoring there I was bap-
tized by him end lster I sur-
rendered to the ministry. He
was called to work in a school
at the New Hope Church and to
serve as their assistant pas-
tor. While he was there liv-
ing in Los Angeles T lived
with him and his family and
studied under him, The Pixley
Church called him back and he
moved back to Fixley.

Later he and I worked to-
gether in a mission in Tulare.
About the time our work was
over, the Gardena Missionary
Baptist Church called Bro.
Ames to do mission work in
San Fernando. The mission
work resulted in a church
being organized. He was pas-
tor there when he died.

Bro. Ames' life and work
proved that he belleved in
what he was doing. He was
always ready to do what he
could to edify the work of
Christ. Besides the work in
San  Fernando he was burdened
for & mission in Lancaster

Fatal Crash
Ends Chase
On Avalon

A Loz Angeles man war-weresed booked
early today on nine felamy
manslaughter, fol ﬁi‘ t in
which a Baptist mini

i
i
2
5

3
i
i
§
|

£yg
i
pilid
e
i py
i i

i
§
i
g
s

15

i

it
b

( _

:
H
]
:
i

and one or two other areas.
He helped Bro. Jerry Mercer
move on the field in Lancas-
ter just after Thanksgiving.
He had been burdened for this
ares for some time, God ful-
filled his and the church' s
prayers when Bro, Mercer was
led to move on the mission

field.
I've written all these
things to show that Christ

meant something to Bro. Ames,
Bro. Ames was willing to sac-
rifice because he had looked
into the Word of God. He was
thankful for the blessings he
had received and he desired
to seek after the promises
glven to those who serve God.

We will all miss Bro, Ames;
his fellowship, love, teach-
ing, and zeal. We wonder why
God saw fit to take him home.
We don't know the answer to
this question, But we have
learned to trust in God's
wisdom and will,

Tim Westbrook

SEE PAGE THREE




Death Notice / Obituaries
Elder William Weston Ames

JANUARY 197

HEMHEIEETEMETETEITE

IN MEMORY OF
ELDER W. W. AMES

ELD. WILLIAM WESTON AMES

BORN
February 2, 1927
Minnesota

Ihis picture was made when the Liberty Missionary

FI’A.SSED AWAY Baptist Church of Sen Fernando was organized.
December 15, 1970

Gardena, California

SERVICES
Friday - December 18, 1970
10:30 A.M.
McMillan Memorial Chapel

OFFICIATING
Elder G, R, Shuffield
Elder Fay Wersky

INTERMENT
Roosevelt Memorial Park
Gardena, California

Bro. Ames was always attending assoctiation,

FEIEEETEENEEENETEEENEET youth rallys and fellowship meetings.

"For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain.

"But if I live in the flesh,
-this is tI t of my labour:z
yet uhaﬁ\shﬂfﬁdﬁ;"fﬁd?' ——
not.

"Por I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire
to depart, and to be with
Christ; which is far better:"

Phillipisns 1:21-23

T i
Below is an article I received shortly before Bro.
Ames was killed.

that & saved person Lknow that The Holy
To Alrport Missionsry  (one horn of the Holy sSpirit teaches in [

Baptist Churche
Dear Brethram,

I have just read
the report that Bro.
Harless put in the
Western Baptiat titled
"Church Investigates
Misaionary."

I wish to resffirm
this arcticle except
for one point. I do
not know if T misun-
dersteod the gquestliom
or {f there was a

misprint in the paper.

But [ do wish to cor-
rect the sanswer to
one queslion.

That gquestlon was,
"Have you taught that
you don't recelve the
Spirit untll you are
baptized.” The answer
in the paper was,
"o,

I wish to correct
this; as T do teach

Splrit) does not Te=
ceive the gift of the
spirit wntil he ls
baptized.

In fact, I teach it
just exactly ss Bro.
A.A. Harris expressed
tt 1in his editorlal,
Harbinger of Apostacy
Heviewed, which he
sald, and I quote,

"Has he not been
told,has he not hesrd
that the Woly Spirit
came to the Lord's
Church (local bady of
Baptists) to guide
her dinto all truths?

ation has the same

guide as the Baprists.

1f they have, then
why are we not all
going in the same di-
rection? Does he not

Cor, -2:13, that "The
Lord gives understan-
ding," 11 Tim. 217."

Brethren, [ could
not express this het-
ter 1f I tried!

This .is exactly
what | teach as the
gift of the Holy Spi-
rit, Acts 2:38, which
comes enly with Scrip-
tual baptism.

I write this be-
cause [ desire to be
right and honest with
Cod, myself, and my
brethren.

I pray brethren,
that this will clari-
by my position 50
that all the brecnren
will know that I am

“teying tobe as honest

85 Lls possible.
Your's in Christisn
Love,
Bro. W.W. Ames




Featured History & Archives Committeeman
George W. Wood

Wood, George W. (ABA)

Saved at the age of 15, Brother George was introduced to the Lord’s churches while in the
Navy, and was baptized by the Unity Landmark MBC in Richmond while O.B. Tilley was
Y pastor. George surrendered to preach while a member at the Landmark Missionary Baptist
- P Church in Sacramento and while attending Missionary Baptist College. About 1967, after

" completing his Bachelor degree, he served as Associate Pastor under Tom Counts at the

’ Cypress MBC and served as Greek instructor at MB College. He pastored the MBC at
Cloverdale about 1970 and served there for 18 months and after resigning, went back to
Sacramento. About 1972, he moved his family to Jacksonville, Florida where he taught in a
Christian day school for 5 years and moved his family back to California and taught in Pomona at another
Christian day school. George resumed pastoring when he began a mission work in Lakeside in 1994 under the
authority of the Landmark Baptist church in Escondido, and later under Landmark Baptist Church of San
Diego (ChulaVista) where Eldon Hansen is pastor, and continuesin Lakeside at the present.

The History of Landmark Baptists of California—Who We Are—Volume Two (Page 226)
Published by the History & Archives Committee of
The Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of California
Copyright 2010

California State History and Archives Commitiee
perative Association of MB Churches of California
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1965 Landmark MBC 2008 Cooperative 2009 Cooperative
Sacramento Assoc.—Visdia Assoc.—Visdia

2013 History & Archives Table
At Cooperative Association Meeting

The History & Archives Committee of the Coopera-
tive Association of California is always looking to in-
crease its Photo Collection.

Y ou can help by submitting photos of:

*Pastors—Deacons
* L adies Auxiliary L eaders/ Teachers, etc.
* Church Buildings—Church Events

If Not YOU, Then WHO?

2013 History & Archives Committeemen




